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The Caged System 
 

A Minor pentatonic and Triads 
 
The caged system is a method for linking together shapes on the guitar 
and for pairing scales with their appropriate chords. 
 
In this system, for each scale shape we have a matching chord shape that 
it fits into as seen below. The system is based on the open chords C, A, 
G, E and D, these are then transposed1 to different roots as bar chords 
so we can play them in every key. 
 

	
	

Some of the chords above are not necessarily practical for use when 
playing rhythm parts but they are still important to match with the 

shapes so we can develop a detailed picture of our fretboard. 
 

By learning the shapes above we can transpose them to any key by 
moving them around the neck, the white circles in the scale shapes 

indicate the root note. 

																																																								
1 Moved up the fretboard so the lowest note is changed, eg moving a chord 
that is rooted on the sixth string up a fret from the 5th to 6th fret would be 
transposing from A to B flat 
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